
Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007old
a

2007new
a 2008

All surveyed fields 127,595 128,681 125,750 124,062 127,167 130,851 132,071 139,054

    Science and engineering 121,873 122,829 119,801 117,887 120,599 124,431 125,894 132,510

        Science 72,526 72,792 72,745 73,244 74,682 75,636 76,623 80,809

            Agricultural sciences 2,287 2,328 2,394 2,374 2,346 2,365 2,498 2,658

            Biological sciences 12,702 13,650 14,528 15,182 15,461 15,271 15,045 15,734

                Anatomy 184 190 170 180 210 189 175 165

                Biochemistry 1,676 1,839 1,925 2,011 1,991 1,820 1,780 1,794

                Biology 2,058 2,200 2,427 2,649 2,772 2,896 2,809 2,990

                Biometry/epidemiology 953 1,029 1,006 1,005 1,027 1,093 1,171 1,172

                Biophysics 287 310 362 369 377 376 357 333

                Botany 570 558 565 632 661 673 658 655

                Cell biology 1,201 1,324 1,521 1,596 1,729 1,740 1,767 1,889

                Ecology 189 219 222 206 218 224 198 211

                Entomology/parasitology 256 271 285 270 271 227 227 242

                Genetics 411 495 552 558 575 555 528 592

                Microbiology/immunology/virology 1,160 1,122 1,195 1,182 1,067 1,033 1,009 1,008

                Nutrition 1,012 1,025 983 991 974 947 826 905

                Pathology 290 318 300 317 308 272 254 325

                Pharmacology 653 741 776 822 719 740 733 768

                Physiology 435 501 478 445 444 386 414 538

                Zoology 199 162 173 186 172 152 153 129

                Biological sciences, nec 1,168 1,346 1,588 1,763 1,946 1,948 1,986 2,018

            Communication
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 904 1,048

            Computer sciences 19,016 16,518 15,327 15,033 15,591 16,880 16,686 17,844

            Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 2,511 2,487 2,534 2,476 2,481 2,406 2,315 2,475

                Atmospheric sciences 301 275 254 274 232 236 258 298
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                Atmospheric sciences 301 275 254 274 232 236 258 298

                Geosciences 1,254 1,307 1,321 1,280 1,302 1,293 1,243 1,249

                Oceanography 451 462 477 461 475 409 403 435

                Earth/atmospheric/ocean sciences, nec 505 443 482 461 472 468 411 493

            Family and consumer science/human science
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 197 266

            Mathematical sciences 6,191 6,581 6,583 6,640 6,724 6,730 6,552 7,146

                Mathematics/applied mathematics 4,576 4,769 4,780 4,732 4,773 4,727 4,553 4,885

                Statistics 1,615 1,812 1,803 1,908 1,951 2,003 1,999 2,261

            Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 516 738

            Neuroscience
a na na na na na na 326 365

            Physical sciences 12,301 13,156 13,493 13,672 13,717 13,461 13,399 13,690

                Astronomy 295 317 361 356 363 377 377 396

                Chemistry 6,770 7,248 7,392 7,559 7,583 7,440 7,392 7,665

                Physics 5,151 5,515 5,688 5,695 5,691 5,614 5,607 5,576

                Physical sciences, nec 85 76 52 62 80 30 23 53

            Psychology 2,011 2,284 2,199 2,325 2,219 2,397 2,324 2,372

                Clinical psychology 390 407 323 376 330 362 367 306

                Psychology, general 742 880 877 930 817 865 850 907

                Psychology, nec 879 997 999 1,019 1,072 1,170 1,107 1,159

            Social sciences 15,507 15,788 15,687 15,542 16,143 16,126 15,861 16,473

                Agricultural economics 975 1,019 903 894 893 889 848 932

                Anthropology (cultural/social) 717 724 746 761 819 844 844 868

                Economics (except agricultural) 5,872 5,913 5,850 5,669 5,787 5,841 5,896 5,959

                Geography 610 635 642 627 620 579 579 643

                History and philosophy of science 65 64 64 77 86 89 70 91

                Linguistics 838 864 888 815 832 772 729 777
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                Political science 3,822 4,005 4,019 4,022 4,380 4,333 4,268 4,476

                Sociology 1,137 1,175 1,116 1,115 1,102 1,051 1,044 1,019

                Sociology/anthropology 60 61 73 83 81 69 40 44

                Social sciences, nec 1,411 1,328 1,386 1,479 1,543 1,659 1,543 1,664

        Engineering 49,347 50,037 47,056 44,643 45,917 48,795 49,271 51,701

            Aerospace engineering 1,549 1,543 1,518 1,461 1,306 1,330 1,330 1,387

            Agricultural engineering 380 449 412 463 505 516 516 597

            Architecture
a na na na na na na 834 977

            Biomedical engineering 1,417 1,753 1,855 1,876 1,948 2,018 2,024 2,174

            Chemical engineering 3,394 3,480 3,374 3,207 3,228 3,333 3,431 3,667

            Civil engineering
a 6,173 6,333 6,045 5,661 5,482 5,719 5,056 5,406

            Electrical engineering 19,172 18,820 17,444 16,640 17,899 19,355 19,458 19,571

            Engineering science 741 874 890 783 794 689 687 700

            Industrial engineering 4,576 4,295 3,946 3,459 3,508 4,217 4,377 4,849

            Mechanical engineering 7,284 7,421 6,799 6,381 6,515 6,639 6,636 7,041

            Metallurgical/materials engineering 2,361 2,425 2,355 2,434 2,381 2,400 2,368 2,492

            Mining engineering 91 98 101 96 102 101 73 111

            Nuclear engineering 315 340 339 325 300 254 247 250

            Petroleum engineering 409 590 540 526 538 653 653 712

            Engineering, nec 1,485 1,616 1,438 1,331 1,411 1,571 1,581 1,767

    Health 5,722 5,852 5,949 6,175 6,568 6,420 6,177 6,544

        Clinical medicine 2,232 2,200 2,120 2,058 2,256 2,441 2,112 2,246

            Anesthesiology 2 13 8 7 11 2 2 2

            Cardiology 18 15 16 17 16 8 8 12

            Endocrinology 18 24 19 7 10 8 8 7

            Gastroenterology 1 2 0 0 1 5 5 2

            Hematology 2 7 1 1 2 2 2 4

            Neurology
a 422 486 520 559 595 633 314 278            Neurology 422 486 520 559 595 633 314 278

            Obstetrics/gynecology 2 5 4 6 3 15 15 8

            Oncology/cancer research 40 33 45 76 71 58 51 47

            Ophthalmology 42 18 23 13 16 13 6 0

            Otorhinolaryngology 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

            Pediatrics 51 41 42 56 45 39 39 35

            Preventive medicine/community health 1,428 1,293 1,199 1,062 1,234 1,436 1,487 1,569

            Psychiatry 4 9 13 14 9 8 8 10

            Pulmonary disease 1 5 0 6 1 1 1 2

            Radiology 50 62 57 46 58 38 38 68

            Surgery 2 4 7 2 2 2 2 1

            Clinical medicine, nec 149 183 166 186 181 173 126 201

        Other health 3,490 3,652 3,829 4,117 4,312 3,979 4,065 4,298

            Dental sciences 318 284 286 242 255 294 339 307

            Nursing 336 359 383 378 433 322 322 378

            Pharmaceutical sciences 1,313 1,431 1,474 1,595 1,650 1,500 1,520 1,674

            Speech pathology/audiology 332 333 330 367 389 418 407 387

            Veterinary sciences 337 349 341 381 405 387 482 503

            Other health, nec 854 896 1,015 1,154 1,180 1,058 995 1,049

na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" presents 
data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields "communication" and "family and consumer 
science/human science" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field "multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data may 
have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field "neurology" in 
2007old and previous years. "Architecture" is reported as a separate field of engineering in 2007new; these data were reported under "civil engineering" in 2007old and previous years. 
See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.


